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Thank You to the 60th Anniversary Committee!   

By Megan Harbold  

The words “thank you” don’t seem strong enough to express the thanks I have for the 60th 

Anniversary Committee. It really has been an honor to work along side you all to make the 60th 

Anniversary of Holy Cross a year to remember!  

Kate Oczypok – thank you for interviewing the numerous parishioners, documenting their 

stories and collecting photos. You truly have given all of us an insight into the fellow 

parishioners that we share a pew with at Church.  

Mary Ann Crespy and Karen Crespy – the amount of research and dedication you have put into 

the history piece each month is amazing. Thank you for providing a well thought out and 

executed historical piece of Holy Cross each month. This piece of the newsletter was a huge 

undertaking each month, and I know we have all learned a lot about our church and school.  

Cindy Kratz – thank you for bringing this committee together and providing your guidance 

throughout the year.  There would be no committee without you!  

Finally – thank you to Mary Anne Gadbois. Thank you for always keeping me on track for timing 

and for always being so gracious to accept my last-minute editions!  

 

Save the Date for the Holy Cross Gala: April 2nd  

Please save the date for the Holy Cross Gala on 

Saturday, April 2nd at Manor Country Club. The event 

will be held from 6:00pm-10:00pm. More details will 

come out after the New Year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Please Keep Sending Photos!  
 

Even though the official anniversary year is over, we still 

want to collect photos!   

We would love to have your photo of events that 

happened at Holy Cross over this 60-year period. You 

might have photos of First Communions, Confirmations, 

or other sacramental moments. Maybe you have a photo 

of a community event like a picnic, play, dance, 

reception, the 25th, 30th, 40th or 50th anniversary 

celebrations at Holy Cross? We would love to add it to our Holy Cross album.  

Would you take time to locate those photos for our archive and submit them to our email: 

hc60anniversary@gmail.com? Or bring a copy to the rectory so we can scan it and return it to 

you. If possible, we ask that your submission identifies the event, the approximate date and the 

names of those present in the photo. Thank you for your effort in making the history of Holy 

Cross possible. 

 

The Importance of a Church Community 

By Kate Oczypok 

 

I spent the last year interviewing fellow parishioners in an effort to have our community get to know 

each other more. Little did I know how grateful I would be for the opportunity, especially during the 

ongoing health pandemic. 

Between getting married in October, deadly COVID variants, mask mandates and more, I was not able to 

attend church regularly this past year. Streaming Mass does help, but it isn’t the same. 

By joining the Holy Cross 60th Anniversary committee and 

utilizing my talents as a journalist, I was able to have that 

community connection and simultaneously giving it back to 

our parish through my published interviews. 

I learned so much about our church and its rich history. It 

was fun to talk to senior citizens of the parish who have 

been with Holy Cross since day one. I learned so much from 

parents whose children attend Holy Cross School. I even 

uncovered some facts I never knew before from good 

friends of mine like Art Romano! 

mailto:hc60anniversary@gmail.com


If you’re struggling to find that close church connection again in these tough times, pick up the phone 

and call Mary Anne at the parish office. Email Father Robert. Get back in touch with a friend from church 

you haven’t seen in a while. Simply reaching out can get you that sense of warmth and love I heard 

about all year from our fellow parishioners. After all, that’s all it took me, simply emailing that I’d like to 

help. I dove in headfirst! 

It’s also worth picking up the phone and checking up on church friends. You never know who may be in 

need. 

As a 30-something, I was able to appreciate the importance of intergenerational friendships. My very 

best friends from church are in their 60s, 70s, and 80s. I have learned countless life lessons from them 

all. 

The one continuing theme I learned this year from our fellow parishioners was that Holy Cross has 

endured for 60 years because of the parish’s kindness, generosity, and love. Let’s keep that going for the 

next 60 years and beyond! 

Happy anniversary, Holy Cross! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



History collected by Mary Ann Crespy and Karen Crespy  

RECOGNITION AWARDS, DID YOU KNOW?, & BIG THANK YOU! 
Plus, a Fun History Quiz! 

As we wrap up our 60th Anniversary history newsletters, we want to share the 
awards and accolades received by the parishioners whose efforts continue to 
keep Holy Cross a thriving parish. We also share some interesting bits of 
information discovered along the way; and, last, but certainly not least, thank all 
who have helped make these newsletters possible by sharing their memories, 
stories, and photos; their willingness to answer lots of questions; and for many, 
sit down in person to talk, share, and discuss the wonderful history of Holy Cross. 

 

RECOGNITION AWARDS 

Over the years many of our parishioners have been recognized for their 
dedication to our Catholic faith, the Archdiocese of Washington, our school, and 
our church. These parishioners have shared their talents and time to create Holy 
Cross Parish over the past 60 years, and we are eternally grateful! (If you know of 
additional awards and accolades not mentioned here, please let us know.) 

Cardinal McCarrick Order of Merit Award 

Recognized ordinary parishioners (individual or couple) for exceptional service to 
their parish, the Archdiocese of Washington, and the Church; nominated by their 
pastors, religious community, school, or other Catholic office; and represent 
Catholic parishes from the District of Columbia, as well as five Maryland counties: 
Montgomery, Prince George’s, Calvert, Charles, and St. Mary’s. 



 Carmine “Cappy” Capozzola 2002 
 Paul Coppinger 2002 
 Elisabeth Cupples 2002 
 Robert Masucci 2002 
 Lawrence Heitkemper 2003 
 Margaret Kleinhenz 2003 
 Rosalia Murray  2003 
 Debbie Davis 2004 
 Roberto Ibanez 2004 
 Carolyn Peterson 2005 
 Elizabeth Troy 2005 

* Bishop Donald Wuerl appointed in 2006 and the Merit of Order Award became the 
Manifesting the Kingdom 

Manifesting the Kingdom 

 Jim Behrend 2011 
 Dave and Barbara Ruppert 2014 

Archdiocese of Washington 75th Anniversary Award 

 David Fenerty  
Awarded at Holy Cross Mass on Pentecost Sunday June 8, 2014 
Dave is a life-long Holy Cross parishioner and is 
someone that the parish leadership can always 
count on to participate and help with church 
initiative. Dave is honored for the enthusiasm and 
valuable leadership he provides for Holy Cross. 
Just a few examples of his involvement include his 
active membership in the “That Man Is You” 
program, greeting parishioners before the Mass at 
which he ushers, and giving of his time to visit the 
home of new parishioners.  



 Wilfred (Bill) & Maureen Billerbeck 
Awarded at St. Ann’s Center Gala on December 6, 2014 
For their extraordinary service to, and 
advocacy on behalf of, the women and 
children receiving care from St. Ann’s. In 
1955, when newlyweds, the Billerbeck’s 
immediately reached out to an 
organization that had been close to 
Maureen’s heart since volunteering with as 
a teenager, St. Ann’s Infant and Maternity 
Home. By 1960, the couple adopted the 
first three of their nine children from St. 
Ann’s. The Billerbeck’s stayed connected to 
St. Ann’s by donating gifts every Christmas, 
attending special events, and volunteering with the young women and 
children. And in 2010, they established the Billerbeck Family Endowment Fund, 
with the mission to promote St. Ann’s work to educate, strengthen and care 
for vulnerable children and young mothers. 

Holy Cross Church Volunteer of the Year 

 Robert Masucci  1994 

Holy Cross Church Simon of Cyrene Parishioner of the Year  

This award is presented at the Annual Holy Cross Parish Gala in 

recognition of generously sharing their time, talent, and 

treasure in support of Holy Cross School and Parish. 

 Carmine “Cappy” Capozzola 2008 
 Betty Cupples 2009 
 Rosalia Murray 2010 
 Francis Martin 2011 
 Dave and Barbara Ruppert 2012 
 Jim Behrend and Tom Michalik 2013 
 Deacon Bob and Charlene Hubbard 2014 



 Tom Striegel 2015 
 Colleen Scanlon 2016 
 Amy Schiller 2017 
 Sr. Veronica Kerwin, CSC and  

Sr. Vivian Mastromatteo, CSC 2018 
 Jean Horan 2019 
 Cindy Kratz 2021 

Catholic Business Network Awards 
Honored at the annual Catholic Business 
Network Gala on November 20, 2015 

Volunteer of the Year: Michelle LeBlanc, Holy Cross School parent 
Michelle Le Blanc, served two two-year terms as the President of the Home & 
School Association with great energy and dedication; and chaired the annual Gala 
for six consecutive years, as well as the Back-to-School Picnic, the annual 
Christmas Breakfast, Lenten Soup and Stations, the Easter Egg Hunt, an Italian 
Dinner Night and Chili Cook-Off. And, in her spare time, helped with school 
administrative tasks like photocopying and assembling materials for the Parent 
Communication envelopes.  

Catholic Business Person of the Year: 
Jack Fitzgerald, CEO and Founder of 
Fitzgerald Auto Malls 

Fifty years ago, Jack Fitzgerald started 

with a one-car showroom in Bethesda. 

By 2015, Fitzgerald Auto Malls had 15 

locations and 35 franchises providing 

jobs for more than 1,400 employees. 

His business success is tied to his 

business philosophy of doing things the 

FitzWay. The FitzWay is not only 

listening to customers comments and 

incorporating those ideas to do business better, but it also extends to programs 

that help the local community, including the partnership with Safe Kids USA since 

1999 to offer free installation and inspection of child safety seats, and utilizing 

recycling and renewable energy sources to protect the environment. Fitzgerald 

Auto Malls was the first automotive dealership group in North America to become 



ISO 14001 certified, the global standard for Environmental Management Systems 

(EMS), and this is considered the highest recognition available for quality 

management with a focus on the environment.  

Rock Creek Council of Knights of Columbus 

The Knights of Columbus, Rock Creek 

Council No. 2797 honored 8 educators were 

and presented Jeanne Behrend, 1st Grade 

teacher at Holy Cross, as 1990 Outstanding 

Teacher of the Year (center holding plaque) 

(Bulletin May 10, 2009) 
CONGRATULATIONS, MRS. TROY! The Holy 
Cross School of Religion is delighted to 
announce that our third-grade catechist, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Troy, received the 2009 
Award for Distinguished Ministry in Catholic 
Education from the Rock Creek Council of the 
Knights of Columbus at a reception last Friday 
evening. We are very proud of you, Mrs. Troy! 

(Bulletin May 26, 2019) The Knights of 
Columbus, Rock Creek Council No. 2797, 
Bethesda, Maryland, held the 30th Annual 
Catholic School Teachers Appreciation Awards 
Night on May 10th. We are proud to recognize 
two Holy Cross teachers:  

 Jennifer Tifford, 4th Grade Religious Education Teacher, 
for the Distinguished Ministry Award for Excellence in 
Catholic Religious Education  

 Nicci Falcone, 2nd Grade Teacher at Holy Cross School, for 
the Monsignor William F. O'Donnell Award for 
Outstanding Parochial School Teacher  



 

Catholic Charities 

In April 2020, Joe Weiss received the Monsignor Geno Baroni 
Award for his volunteer work with the Dorothy Day Place for 
more than six years as part of the Catholic Charities “Caritas!” 
Recognition program. 

 

 

The Arc of Montgomery County  

(Bulletin June 27, 2004) Colleen Scanlon received the 
Community Service Award from The Arc of Montgomery 
County on behalf of Holy Cross Catholic Church for 
outstanding work done by the Holy Cross Social Concerns 
Committee on behalf of children and adults with mental 
retardation and related developmental diseases, including 
recognition for the many years of Giving Tree gifts (since 
1990) received from Holy Cross parishioners. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

Interesting information about Holy Cross Parish – our beautiful church and 
campus, leadership, parishioners, events, school, and more. 

• THE BEAUTFUL HOLY CROSS ALTAR MOSAIC is a modeled after the ceiling 

mosaic in Sant’ Apollinare in Classe, Italy. It has a blue field with gold stars in 

the form of a cross with the Alpha and Omega symbols and is a Byzantine style 

mosaic from 549CE/AD.  



• ANGELUS BELLS – Our beautiful Angelus Bells ring three times a day, every day 

at 8:00 a.m., 12 Noon, and 6:00 p.m.  

• SKILLED REPAIR FOR BROKEN MARBLE – A piece of the white carrara marble 

in the alter railing fell and smashed into four or five pieces in the early 1970s. 

Mr. George Skapik, then a new parishioner, placed the pieces back together 

using his skills and a special epoxy cement he completed the repair and 

polished the marble in time for Sunday. In the late 1980s the altar railing was 

permanently removed. 

• TREES PLANTED – During one week in May 

1965, 125 trees were planted bringing the 

number of trees on the property to over 

400.  

• LANDSCAPING THE GROUNDS – Until 

September 1983, Mr. Dove mowed the 

grass of the Holy Cross campus. Rather than 

hire a third person for the parish 

maintenance staff, Monsignor Gatto hired 

the Charles Clements Landscaping Company 

Inc. to take complete care of the grounds. 

• FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR – Monsignor 

Gatto encouraged parishioners to donate 

altar floral arrangements for the weekend 

masses. The response was positive and each 

week lovely flowers were on each side of 

the tabernacle to commemorate a special 

occasion and for the Honor and the Glory of 

God. 

• EMBER DAYS – Ember Days were observed on Wednesday, Friday, and 

Saturday as days of fast and partial abstinence following the first Sunday of 

Lent; and set aside for fasting and prayer in Western Churches. Meat was 

permitted at the main meal on Wednesday and Saturday. (Bulletin September 

19, 1965) 

The Angelus  

V The Angel of the Lord declared to Mary 
R And she conceived of the Holy Spirit  
 Hail Mary, etc.  

V Behold the handmaid of the Lord  
R Be it done unto me according to Your word 
 Hail Mary, etc.  

V And the Word was made flesh  
R And dwelt among us 
 Hail Mary, etc.  

V Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God 
R That we may be made worthy of  

the promises of Christ  

Let us pray...  

Poor forth, we beseech You, oh Lord, Your grace 
into our hearts; that as we have known the 
incarnation of Christ, Your Son, by the message 
of an Angel, so by His Passion and Cross we may 
be brought to the glory of His Resurrection, 
through the same Christ our Lord. Amen  

Source: Catholic online 



• EUCHARISTIC ADORATION – At first, the chapel in 

Quinn Hall was open for adoration on Thursdays 

from 3 p.m. to 8 p.m. This was expanded to all 

day/all night on Tuesday, Wednesday, and 

Thursday. Later these hours were cut back to 9:00 

a.m. to 9:00 p.m. Tuesday, Wednesday, and 

Thursday.  

• REMEMBERANCE BOOK – Since 1988 our parish has had a book listing the 

names of all persons whose funerals were held at Holy Cross Church within the 

last year. During the month of November, the book is placed on St. Joseph’s 

altar for all to stop and read and offer a prayer for the departed. 

• ROCKVILLE INTERFAITH CLOTHING STORE – 

Holy Cross, along with other local churches, 

staffed a used clothing store on Twinbrook 

Parkway. Donations were accepted on 

designated Saturday mornings. Several women of the parish volunteered to 

accept, sort, and hang the donated clothing. Mrs. Ede Steinbauer headed the 

group from Holy Cross. 

• THE GIANT AND SAFEWAY PREMIUM PROGRAM – During specified times 

during the school year, Giant and Safeway grocery stores would issue specially 

colored cash register receipts that could be redeemed for premiums. 

Parishioners and school families signed up for this program and the school 

took advantage of this great opportunity to acquire computers. Later the 

program changed, and customers could give the assigned school number to 

the store and all receipts would automatically be awarded to the school 

account. 

• VISITATION COMMITTEE – In June 1975, a new parish group started to visit 

the sick and those unable to leave their homes.  

• CHOIR SINGS FOR SHUT-IN MASS – On the evening of August 8, 1997, the 

Traditional Choir taped two masses at the Shrine of the Immaculate 

Conception. One mass will be telecast in the near future and the 

other mass will be telecast on September 14, 1997, the Feast of 

the Holy Cross. Kevin Davis is the organist-director. (Bulletin 

August 1997) 



• NEW ASSISTANT - In 2001, Father Joseph Perkins was assigned to Holy Cross 

Parish. He had previously served at St. John the Evangelist on Georgia Avenue, 

Silver Spring. 

• FAREWELL TO FR. LOUIS QUINN – A dedication in the Holy Cross Annual 
Report: “Being gathered on this occasion of the farewell 
reception honoring the founder and first pastor, pays 
tribute to Reverend W. Louis Quinn in recognition of his 
untiring and devoted service to God and his people. By his 
teaching an example, marked always with patience, 
charity, and zeal, he brought to his parishioners the true 
meaning of Christ message and a spiritual heritage that 
will long endure. The Holy Cross family prays that he may 
be spared to long serve God as he has well served them; 
And that the blessings of peace and prosperity may ever 
attend his holy endeavors.” January 28, 1968 

• MULTI-PRIEST PENANCE SERVICES – were very common at this time and held 

prior to Christmas and Easter. Priests from neighboring parishes came to Holy 

Cross to hear confessions, using confessionals and making accommodations in 

the sanctuary. Other Catholic churches had the same arrangement. 

• THE ALPHA CLUB – In March 1969, Monsignor Joaquin 

Bazan began the Alpha Club in Silver Spring, MD for 

alcoholics. It included live-in facilities for nine men coming 

from the Alcoholic Rehabilitation Unit at Springfield State 

Hospital.  

• FAITH AND LOVE ON TV – In June 1969, Father Bazan was 

on WRC-TV (NBC 4) at 6:15 p.m. Monday and Friday and at 

“sign off” speaking about Faith and Life. 

• MONSIGNOR GATTO – Retired after 22 years at Holy Cross, 

during which he married 204 couples, baptized 616 babies, 

and buried 285 parishioners. (Bulletin 2005) Upon request, 

Msgr. Gatto returned to Holy Cross to perform weddings 

and baptize babies for several more years.  



• FATHER ALOYSIUS P. SCHWARTZ – On October 22, 1989, Father Aloysius 

Schwartz, founder of World Villages for Children, offered the 9 a.m. Sunday 

mass at Holy Cross Church. Born and raised in 

Washington, D.C., he was in the United States seeking 

funds to give each child in his Villages for Children a 

special Christmas gift package of 1st something to wear, 

2nd something to play with, and 3rd some special treat 

to eat. (Bulletin October 15, 1989, edited for clarity)  

• UPDATE: On January 22, 2015, Pope Francis declared Fr. 

Aloysius Schwartz “Venerable”. He is currently under 

consideration for Beatification and Canonization by the 

Vatican’s Congregation for the Causes of Saints. 

• ROBERT HUBBARD – On June 12, 2004, parishioner Bob 

Hubbard will be ordained a Permanent Deacon in the 

Archdiocese of Washington, D.C. Bob and his wife, 

Charlene, are long time parishioners who attended mass 

at the Academy of the Holy Cross before the church was 

built. Their four children attended Holy Cross School. To 

date, Deacon Bob is the only Holy Cross parishioner called 

to the Deaconate program. (Bulletin March 28, 2004, 

edited to update) 

• FATHER TOBIAS UNNERSTAL – Father Tobias, a 

priest from Sweden, was in residence at Holy 

Cross from 2002-2007 while pursuing further 

studies at Catholic University of America. He 

quickly embraced the school children and parish 

families. He had been scheduled to appear on 

EWTN’s Marcus Grodi program “Journey Home” 

to talk about his conversion from the Lutheran 

faith. Unfortunately, Father suffered a broken leg 

while skiing with the Teen Club and could not 

make the scheduled taping of the TV show. Once 

he recovered from his injury he did appear and fulfilled his TV appearance. 

Watch here. 

https://chnetwork.org/journey-home/fr-tobias-unnerstal-former-swedish-lutheran-the-journey-home-07-10-2006/


• THEOLOGIAN PREACHES - Theologian Father Di Noia gave 

Lenten evening missions at Holy Cross in 1993, 1995, 

1996, and 1997. In 1994 he preached at all the weekend 

Masses. He is now Joseph Augustine Cardinal Di Noia O.P.  

• THEOLOGY ON TAP – The Archdiocesan Office of Young 

Adults Ministry began holding meetings at selected 

establishments in Washington, D.C. In an informal setting, 

a priest spoke on topics of interest to young adults. Topics 

included: Isn’t it enough to believe in God? Can God be 

personal? Theology on Tap was cofounded by Father John 

Cusick, a resident of Chicago’s Old St. Patrick’s Parish and director of the 

archdiocese’s Young Adult Minister, and Father Jack Wall in June 1981 in 

Arlington Heights, IL. This ministry continues today. In the 1920s through 

1940s a similar this ministry was known as Faith on Tap. (Bulletin November 

13, 2004, edited to update) 

• SCRIPTURE COURSE – Beginning January 22, 1973, a 2-hour 10-week Scripture 

Course was offered in Lewis Hall. Father Kingsley Dalpadado from the Oblate 

Seminary in Washington D.C., an expert in the field of scripture taught this 

course. 

• ANONYMOUS GIFT – In 1988, 

a person who prefers to 

remain anonymous, paid for 

six members of the Teen Club: 

Patrick King, Jim Locke, Steve 

Ruppert, Michelle Watkins, 

Michelle Ready, and Julie 

Craddock; and their Teen Club 

leader, Ms. Jayne Stodola, to 

travel to the Shrine of the Blessed Virgin of Medjugorje in Bosnia-Herzegovina 

where the Virgin appeared to 6 young people in 1981.  

• CHRISTMAS IN APRIL – The parish Social Concerns committee for the second 

year renovated and repaired a home of low-income, elderly, and disabled 

homeowners. 30 people from Holy Cross and 22 students from the Academy of 

the Holy Cross worked on a house in Kensington, MD. The woman had lived in 



this house for 60 years and it had been built by her grandfather. It took 542 

man-hours to do all the work. (Bulletin January 24, 1999) 

• FOOD DRIVE – The John S. Mulholland Family Foundation provides food for 

the food pantries in the city’s poorest parishes: St. Thomas More, St. Luke, St. 

Vincent de Paul, St. Francis Xavier, and Holy Name. 

• FLOOD RELIEF – $2,200 was collected for the victims of the devastating floods 

that hit Haiti and the Dominican Republic. (Bulletin June 20, 2004)  

• GIVING THANKS – Social Concerns gives thanks to the 

food and clothing drive donors, the poor box 

collections and Garrett Park Farmers Market that 

provides left-over produce for distribution to the 

needy. (Bulletin July 9, 2017) 

• SOUP AND STATIONS – A simple Lenten meal was 

offered each Friday during Lent at 6:30 p.m. in Lewis Hall before going to 

church to pray the Stations of the Cross at 7:00 p.m. Each week the food was 

donated and served by one of the many parish groups. This light supper 

continues to be served same time, same place every Friday in Lent. 

• MOTHER’S DAY CORSAGES - Right to Life advocates from 

Montgomery County parishes assembled to make Mother’s 

Day corsages that were sold after weekend masses along 

with single long-stemmed carnations. All proceeds went to 

the Right to Life to fund their work counseling women 

considering an abortion. Over the years the group met at St. Frances Church, 

Derwood and St. Jane de Chantel, Bethesda. 

• ROSARIES FOR THE UNBORN – In March 2012 the Sunday 

bulletin asked parishioners to pledge to pray collectively 

100 thousand rosaries for the unborn. (Bulletin February 

26, 2012) 

• SYRIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH – In 1999, the Syrian 

Orthodox Church requested and received permission to 

hold a Sunday afternoon liturgy for their congregation at Holy Cross. Cardinal 

Hickey gave positive and favorable permission, while at the same time the 

Holy Father (Pope John Paul II) is making efforts for reunion of the Orthodox 

with Rome.  



• WEST VIRGINIA CONNECTION – Mr. Stanley Poole, for over 10 years, served as 

a liaison between Holy Cross Church and the needy of West Virginia. He 

collected and delivered donated items to the poor of Appalachia. He made 

many friends in our parish and in the community. Stanley Poole died on 

January 5, 2013. There will be a memorial mass and reception on February 17, 

2013. (Bulletin February 3, 2013)  

• HOLY CROSS FAITH FORMATION - SUNDAY DVD GROUP – “Catholicism: The 

Pivotal Players” by Bishop Robert Barron from October 9, 2016 to January 15, 

2017: St. Thomas Aquinas, St. Catherine of Sienna, Blessed John Henry 

Newman, G.K. Chesterton, and Michelangelo. Time: Sundays 10:30 a.m. until 

12 noon. (Bulletin October 9, 2016) 

• PRAYER CARDS – Because of the changes in responses during mass, most 

parishes placed large cards with the new responses in every pew and the cards 

remained in the pews until parishioners were more familiar with them. The 

liturgy changes were approved by Pope John Paul II. 

• APPRECIATION - Mass was offered at 5 p.m. on Saturday in appreciation for 

our Spiritual Mothers, the Sisters of Holy Cross, followed by a reception in 

Lewis Hall. (Bulletin May 6, 2018) 

• PARISH PRAYER LIFE – Our wonderful director of religious 

education Michelle Ilagan has initiated many new programs to 

both enrich and deepen the prayer life of Holy Cross 

parishioners. (Bulletin April 8, 2018) 

• CORRECTION – MODULAR CLASSROOM – as reported in the 
60th Anniversary September School issue the origin of the unit was IN ERROR. 
This modular classroom was a gift from the pastor of St. Mary’s Rockville, MD. 
Our expense was moving the modular and setting it in place and bringing in 
water and electricity. The unit was self-contained for heat and air conditioning. 
It is the art room in the Miriam Center. (Bulletin June 23, 2002) 



• DINNER AT NYC ROOSEVELT HOTEL FOR $5 – Barbara Capozzola Alloway’s 
mother, Anna Capozzola, received a prize of dinner at the Roosevelt Hotel 
when she won an Arthur Murray participation dance contest at the 
Roosevelt in 1941, but she never used it. After Anna died in 1999, Barbara 
“Bunny” and her husband, Don, visited New York and shared the letter, 
dated April 16, 1941, with the Roosevelt Hotel staff. To the Alloway’s great 
surprise, they were both treated to a lavish three-course dinner of cocktails, 
wine, champagne, 
appetizer, entrée, and 
dessert… for $2.50 each. 
The dinner voucher, which 
features the hotel’s 
letterhead and the 
signature of its managing 
director at the time, stated: 
‘This will entitle the bearer 
to one dinner ($2.50) in the 
Roosevelt Grill as a prize 
for winning the Arthur 
Murray dance contest. 
Please do your upmost the 
make the evening an enjoyable one.’ 

• FOUNDING FAMILES – Our founding families include names you have read 
throughout the 60th Anniversary newsletters, and it’s important to 
remember them: Murray, McCarty, Hilton, Tolton, Blake, McCormick, 
Dennis, and more! 

APPRECIATION AND THANK YOU! 

The 60th Anniversary history newsletters could not have been written without the 

wonderful individuals listed below. They have shared memories, stories, and 

pictures which have brought 60 years to life. A BIG Thank You! 

  



 



From Karen Crespy: 

Mom, Mary Ann Crespy, who I convinced to join me in this 

year-long endeavor to capture the memories, images, and 

spirit of Holy Cross Church and School…Thank You! It turned 

out to be a bigger job that initially imagined, and she went 

above and beyond in her research, phone calls, meetings, 

and interviews to do justice to this wonderful project. The 

countless hours she has devoted to making each month’s 

newsletter accurate and robust have not gone unnoticed. 

The end product is something she and all of Holy Cross can be proud of. Thank 

you, Mom (and Dad)! 

 

From Mary Ann Crespy: 

Karen Crespy, my daughter and cohort in this year-

long effort. Words cannot express all she did to 

make the reports concise and informative. Karen 

set the editorial calendar, scoured the internet to 

find additional information for articles, such as the 

Corby Mansion and pictures of Mr. and Mrs. Corby 

the original owners of what is now Strathmore 

Hall. She found pictures relative to the stories or 

took pictures herself to complete a story. Her 

editorial talent made these reports come alive. 

Thank you so much. 

Robert Crespy is the epitome of the perfect, patient husband. Thank you for 

bearing with me these many months during which this project was uppermost on 

my mind. Your support meant the world to me. Thank you, dear Bob. 

It’s been a pleasure to share the trivia and real-life happenings of Holy Cross 

Church and Holy Cross School since 1961.  

Holy Cross is a gem: cherish it, love it, and embrace the Holy Cross Family. 

Mary Ann 



 

  



Quiz Answers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Thank you for celebrating Holy Cross Catholic Church and School's 

60th Anniversary with us this past year!  

Remember that you can visit https://hcrosschurch.org/wp/60th-anniversary/ to 

view past newsletters from this year of celebration. 

Father Robert Buchmeier, Pastor 

Mrs. Lisa Kane, Principal 

Mrs. Megan Harbold, 60th Anniversary Chair 

 

https://hcrosschurch.org/wp/60th-anniversary/

