
“Having faith means, in the midst of the storm, keeping your heart turned to God, to his love, to his 
tenderness as a Father. Jesus wanted to teach this to Peter and his disciples, and also to us today, in 

moments of darkness, moments of storms.” 
Pope Francis, Angelus Address, August 9, 2020 

 

August 14, 2020 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

In planning for the re-opening of Religious Education/SOR in Holy Cross, it has been determined 

that we will start the school year virtually until we are able to safely meet in-person with less restrictions 

on extra cleaning and social distancing. This decision was made with careful consideration of everyone’s 

safety, our ability to meet the logistical requirements necessary for sanitizing before, during and after 

classes as well as the number of adult volunteers needed to monitor movement in the building, check 

temperatures, substitute teach in case of absences, etc. In addition, the Archdiocese of Washington has 

advised that we move our start date to the month of October to help families adjust to their new school 

routines.  

Online registrations will be sent out at the end of the month and will be due by September 19th.  

Books and other materials may be picked up between 12:00 noon and 2:00 pm on Saturday, September 

26th. Due to an upcoming change in the Sunday Mass schedule, religious education classes will now be 

held from 10:45 am -11:45 am. This will allow families to attend Mass at 9:30 am prior to class or at 12 

noon after dismissal. We will implement a modified schedule while we meet online. The modified 

schedule information will be included in the online registration. We will not offer a Kindergarten class 

until we are able to meet in-person. 

The Church recognizes that discipleship fostered in the parish community is key to faith 

formation. Hence, we will be creating opportunities for brief and socially distanced grade-level 

gatherings in church in the coming months. It is our sincere hope that these events will offer our 

children meaningful prayer and service experiences to help them grow in their relationship with God 

through his Church. 

We understand that many families are limiting their public engagements, however we ask that 

you consider coming back to the Eucharist as soon as you are able. Giving families the opportunity to 

choose to go to Mass in-person is one of the considerations we looked into in deciding to begin the 

school year online. Masses have resumed with social distancing protocols requiring masks, space 

between open pews and in the communion line. The parish has made large sanitizing wipes available in 

the vestibule so that attendees can confidently wipe down their area before occupying it. We have 

cleared the pews of hymnals and books to reduce touch points. All are asked to bring their own hand 

sanitizer. 

 Planning for the postponed Confirmation and First Reconciliation and Communion are being 

finalized. More information is coming soon. As announced, the new dates for the sacraments are as 

follows: 



First Reconciliation 10:30 am on Saturday, September 19, 2020 

First Communion 10:30 am Mass and 2:00 pm Mass on September 26, 2020 

Confirmation 10:30 am Mass on Saturday, October 3, 2020 

 

We look forward to welcoming everyone back to a new school year! Let us continue to keep 

each other in prayer as we look to Jesus to renew us in his image every day. 

 

 

 

     God bless, 

 

     Michelle Ilagan, MAT and MARE 

     Director of Religious Education 


